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À propos du PhiLab | About PhiLab

Le Réseau canadien de recherche partenariale sur la 
philanthropie (PhiLab) a été créé en 2014 dans le cadre 
d’une demande de financement « développement de 
partenariat » obtenue du Conseil de recherche en sciences 
humaines du Canada (CRSH). Ce financement a été reconduit 
en 2018 pour six années par l’obtention d’une subvention 
« partenariat » du CRSH. Depuis 2024, PhiLab profite de 
financements octroyés par différentes fondations dont la 
Fondation Lucie et André Chagnon et la Fondation Mirella 
et Lino Saputo. Le Réseau pancanadien constitue un lieu de 
recherche partenarial, de partage d’information, de mobilisation 
des connaissances sur la philanthropie subventionnaire et de 
formation à la recherche. Les activités de recherche conduites 
en partenariat valorisent les connaissances auprès d’une 
diversité d’acteurs sociaux, d’agences gouvernementales, 
milieux universitaires et petits et grands médias. La valorisation 
des connaissances, via des outils de communication novateurs 
et accessibles, permet une diffusion élargie des connaissances 
produites ou déjà existantes. Le Réseau regroupe des 
chercheurs, des décideurs et des membres de la communauté 
philanthropique à travers le monde afin de partager des 
informations, des ressources et des idées.

The Canadian network of partnership-oriented research 
on philanthropy (PhiLab) was created in 2014 as part of a 
“partnership development” funding application obtained from 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 
(SSHRC). This funding was renewed in 2018 for six years by 
obtaining a “partnership” grant from SSHRC. Since 2024, PhiLab 
has benefited from funding granted by various foundations, 
including the Fondation Lucie et André Chagnon and the Mirella 
and Lino Saputo Foundation. The Pan-Canadian Network is a 
hub for partnership research, information sharing, knowledge 
mobilization on grantmaking philanthropy and research 
training. Research activities carried out in partnership promote 
knowledge among a wide range of social players, government 
agencies, academics and small and large media. The valorization 
of knowledge, via innovative and accessible communication 
tools, enables a wider dissemination of the knowledge produced 
or already existing.
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Philanthropic Response to 
Disasters. Gifts, Givers and Consequences
Edited by Alexandra Williamson, Diana Leat and 
Susan D. Phillips, 2024, Bristol University Press

By Susan D. Phillips , Professor at School of 
Public Policy and Administration, Carleton 
University

Susan D. Phillips is a Professor, School of Public Policy 
and Administration, Carleton University in Ottawa. 
In 2013 she founded the Master of Philanthropy 
and Nonprofit Leadership (MPNL), the only graduate 
program of its kind in Canada, and was its director until 
2024. 

Susan’s research focuses on public policy and regulation 
of charities, grantmaking foundations and systems-
change philanthropy. She served as Editor-in-Chief 
of the leading international academic journal in the 
philanthropic/nonprofit field from 2016 to 2022 and co-
edited the first international handbook on philanthropic 
institutions (2015), the first comprehensive book on 
Canada’s nonprofit sector (2021) and the first book 
on disaster philanthropy (2023). Susan is the Policy 
Lead on the Charity Insights Canada Project (CICP), 
an innovative, ‘rapid response’ survey of Canadian 
charities funded by a consortium of foundations. Dr. 
Phillips has been an invited fellow at the University 
of Cambridge,  University of Pennsylvania, Australian 
Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies at 
Queensland University of Technology, and McGill 
University.

The idea for a book on disaster philanthropy – a first, 
as none existed – began to take shape in late 2019 
and the first few months of 2020 in Australia. It was 
born of the devastation of the bushfires in early 2020, 
before any of us imagined the disaster that would be 
COVID-19. I was on sabbatical at the Australian Centre 
for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies (ACPNS) 
at Queensland University of Technology (QUT) in 
Brisbane where I had visited several times before 
to work with its great scholars including Alexandria 
Williamson, Myles McGregor-Lowdnes and Wendy 
Scaife. Fortuitously, Diana Leat from the UK, a regular 
visitor and collaborator with ACPNS faculty, was also 
visiting during this period. Diana Leat had extensive 
experience working with philanthropic responses to 
disasters, including with the inquiry into London’s 
Grenfell Tower disaster.

The Black Summer of the bushfires was the most 
catastrophic in Australia’s history: it was horrific to 
watch the evening news with scenes of burning koalas 
and other furry creatures, and to see the destruction of 
forests, homes and people’s lives. It was also stunning 
to observe the enormous philanthropic response from 
around the world, some of which was not well placed 
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or well managed. As we were developing the proposal 
for the very supportive Policy Press, the reality of a 
global pandemic was upon us, resulting in a more 
expansive view of disasters. And, my forced return 
home to Canada.

The book’s authors cover enormous conceptual 
territory including the history of disaster philanthropy, 
fundraising, distribution by foundations, regulation 
and policy, community resiliency and insights from 
professional practice in disaster management. My 
regret is that, while we tried hard to expand the 
engagement of scholars from beyond high income 
countries, we were not successful in doing so.

The field of disaster philanthropy is expanding rapidly, 
however, to be more inclusive of researchers from low 
income countries that are inevitably the most affected 
by disasters. In spite of its shortcomings, the book is a 
first in the field, and I hope it paves the way for more 
rigorous examination of various aspects of disaster 
philanthropy. My thanks to Alex Williamson and Diana 
Leat for their creativity and leadership on this project.

More about the authors
•	 Diana Leat is a philanthropic foundation consultant, 

academic and board member for ArtSquat and the 
Blagrave Trust. 

•	 Alexandra Williamson is a Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow at the Australian Centre for Philanthropy 
and Nonprofit Studies (ACPNS) in the Faculty 
of Business & Law at Queensland University of 
Technology (QUT).

•	 Susan Phillips is a Professor in the School of 
Public Policy and Administration and Founder 
and Supervisor of the Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Leadership Graduate Program at Carleton 
University.

Available in hardback and digital format here
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