
Cross-Sector Community Engagement Event: Advancing the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

Through Local Community Action 

The cross-sector community engagement event, held on June 19, 2023, brought together various 

stakeholders to discuss the importance of integrating the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) into local community action. The event focused on three key themes: the significance of 

collaboration to address major social challenges, the value of the SDG framework for grant-making and 

philanthropy, and the urgent need for collective impact in response to the crisis of our time. 

The event emphasized the pressing need for collaboration among diverse stakeholders, including 

government agencies, non-profit organizations, businesses, academia, and community members. 

Participants recognized that addressing the complex social challenges outlined by the SDGs requires 

collective effort and a shared vision. Collaboration facilitates resource sharing, knowledge sharing, and the 

creation of innovative solutions to tackle complex and pressing social challenges such as poverty, 

inequality, climate change, and wellbeing. 

Participants acknowledged the inherent value of the SDG framework in guiding grant-making and 

philanthropic efforts. The SDGs provide a universal blueprint that enables funders to align their resources 

with the global development agenda. By investing in projects and initiatives that contribute to the SDGs, 

grant-makers and philanthropists can maximize their impact, promote accountability, and foster 

sustainable development. The event showcased successful case studies where the SDG framework had 

been effectively utilized to direct funding towards achieving tangible outcomes. 

The event stressed the urgency of addressing the crisis of our time, including climate change, biodiversity 

loss, and social inequality. Participants recognized that individual actions alone are insufficient to tackle 

these global challenges and emphasized the need for collective efforts. The SDGs provide a shared 

language and framework that can mobilize diverse stakeholders to work together, leverage resources, and 

amplify their impact. Through collective action, communities can address systemic issues and foster 

positive change on a local, regional, and global scale. 

The cross-sector community engagement event highlighted the critical role of integrating the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals in local community action. It underscored the importance of 

collaboration, demonstrating that only through collective efforts can we effectively address the greatest 

social challenges of our time. The event also showcased the value that the SDG framework offers to grant-

making and philanthropy, enabling funders to maximize their impact and contribute to sustainable 

development. By responding to the needs of our communities through collective impact, it is possible to 

create lasting change and pave the way towards a more equitable and sustainable future. 


