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Introductions 

1.  What	is	your	name?	

2.  What	program	are	you	in?	

3.  What	do	you	study?	

4.  What	do	you	hope	to	learn	today?	



Part 1: Understanding 
Academic Publishing from a 
Critical Perspective 



Academic 
Gatekeeping 

•  The	ways	in	which	academic	resources,	
power,	and	opportunities	are	maintained	
within	dominant	communities	to	the	
exclusion	of	marginalized	groups.	

•  Achieved	through	control	of:	
•  Ideas	
•  Language	
•  Style	



The Quantification 
of Everything 

•  Value	of	the	researcher,	research,	and	
institution	tied	exclusively	to	
"research	outputs"	that	can	be	
counted	and	compared.	

•  Impact	on	the	academic	job	
market	

•  Impact	on	scholarship	



Exploitation and Predation 
•  Peer-review	and	free	labour	

•  Impact	on	early	career	researchers	and	non-
tenured/tenure-track	faculty	

•  Predatory	journals	
•  an	opportunistic	publishing	venue	that	exploits	the	
academic	need	to	publish	but	offers	little	reward	
for	those	using	their	services.	





Part 2: The Ins and 
Outs of Academic 
Publishing 



Activity: What are three 
important journals in 

your field? 



Choosing a 
Journal 
•  Creating	a	personal	
research	narrative	

•  Evaluating	scope	and	
profile	of	journal	

•  Other	considerations:	
•  Impact	factor	
•  Submission	formats	
•  Open	access	





Submitting to 
a Journal 

•  The	submission	process	











Submitting to 
a Journal 

•  The	submission	process	
•  The	review	process	
•  The	revision	process	
•  The	publication	process	



Strategies for Academic Publishing 

USING	YOUR	DISSERTATION	 CREATING	A	PUBLICATION	
PLANNER	





Part 3: Doing 
Academic Publishing 
Critically 



Strategies 

1.  "The	politics	of	citation"	
2.  Commit	to	producing	multiple	outputs	

•  E.g.,	op-eds;	webinars;	reports;	workshops	
3.  Beware	of	your	"free	labour"	

•  Consider	waiting	until	you	have	a	secure	academic	
job	before	serving	as	a	review	

4.  Decouple	scholarly	social	impact	from	non-scholarly	
social	impact	
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Questions? 

Contact	Information:	
Adam	Saifer	

adam.saifer@ubc.ca	
	


