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Evaluating Philanthropy



Disclaimer:  This edition had been prepared before the start of the COVID-19
pandemic. Our next edition will cover the current crisis. If you would like to
participate, please contact us.

Take care of yourself, and others.

“I want to make a difference”. This simple statement can easily sum up the
motivation of both philanthropic professionals and donors. However, concretely,
what does this mean? How can we know if being involved really changes things?
When we take a closer look at philanthropic actions, we quickly realize the
complexity in measuring its impact. The quantitative measures in place in the
corporate world are of no help when applied at the social or community level. It
comes to no surprise that donors and professionals are frustrated by the di�culty
in determining the relevance and e�ciency of their actions. Paradoxically, more
and more grant applications require organizations to answer the following
question: “How are your actions transformative?” It isn’t easy to quantify the
“increased social wellbeing”, “advancement of democracy” or “protection of the
rights of vulnerable groups”. Faced with the ordinance to measure their impact,
many categories of nonpro�ts �nd themselves at a higher risk of being refused
grants.

Led by the Quebec Hub, this special edition presents several recent studies on the
delicate issue of Evaluating Philanthropy.

Enjoy your reading!

Interview: Cynthia Gélinas of the Youth Travel Foundation, by David
Zaragoza Sanchez, Quebec Hub
Evaluation IN and OF Philanthropy, by Louise Giroux of Philanthropia
Evidence-Based Policy Making, Policy Evaluation, and Effective Altruism:
Considerations for a Research Project on Social Impact Measurement in
Atlantic Canada, by Garrett Ward Richards, Atlantic Hub
Emerging Information and Reporting Issues for Grantmaking Foundations,
by François Brouard and Juniper Glass, Ontario and Quebec Hubs
Moving from Evidence to Action: Tackling the Sector's Thorniest Issues by



Rethinking our Relationships with Data, by Andrew Taylor and Ben Liadsky,
published by The Philanthropist
Report: The State of Evaluation, by Imagine Canada
Report: Advancing Evaluation Practices in Philanthropy, published by
the Stanford Social Innovation Review
Podcast: Dean Karlan, Co-Founder of ImpactMatters, on Evaluating
Nonpro�ts and Impact, by The Generosity Freakshow
Video: Evaluation and measuring social impact - Issues and opportunities -
According to the TIESS, by PhiLab

Important announcements

In light of recent events, as well as to follow the
directives announced by UQAM and the government,
all of our events are cancelled or postponed for the
time being. We thank you all for your understanding.

The PhiLab team will continue to be active and will
continue our mission of distribution and outreach
around the issues that affect philanthropy through

social media and our newsletters.

The 88e Congrès de l'Acfas has been cancelled given
the current situation around COVID-19.

Read their press release here

The 4th biennial International Conference of the
International Society for Third Sector Research

(ISTR), scheduled for July 12th to 15th has been
postponed due to the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic

Read their press release here



Exclusive Sneak Peek

PhiLab's next book is about to be published!

Philanthropic Foundations in Canada: Landscapes,
Indigenous Perspectives and Pathways to Change

Stay tuned, more information in our next newsletter.

Quebec Regional Center - Montreal

PhiLab's Quebec Hub has a new central email: philabquebec@uqam.ca.  Please
use this email to contact the Quebec Hub as of now.

Diane Alalouf-Hall, Quebec Hub coordinator, is currently managing this email.



PFC's Webinar Wednesday
April 22nd, 2020

2:00 PM to 3:00 PM 

COVID-19: an Equity problem that
needs to be addressed through a
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Lens

With Adam Saifer of the Quebec Hub

A recent article by members of PhiLab's Quebec Hub: Diane Alalouf-Hall, Jean-
Marc Fontan, and David Grant-Poitras has recently been published on different
platforms. The article presents an analysis of philanthropy's role within the
current Covid-19 crisis.

Below, you will �nd the four versions of the article:

PhiLab blog

April 1st, 2020 – Face au coronavirus, une
mobilisation sans précédent des organisations de

bienfaisance

The Conversation Canada

April 2nd, 2020 - Covid-19: comment aider en temps
de crise ou le grand dé� de la philanthropie

Version Published by Le Devoir

April 3rd, 2020 - Face au virus, l'apport de la
philanthropie

PhiLab Blog

April 4th, 2020 - Philanthropy and the Coronavirus
crisis: Making the shift towards a preventive model



Flashback: Philanthropy and Democracy

The references presented in this special edition, led
by the Quebec Hub, aim at shedding light on the
challenges that de�ne the connection between

philanthropy and democracy.

Ontario Regional Hub - Toronto

The Ontario Hub has decided to postpone the EDGE
Funders Learning and Networking event in April given

the current crisis.

More information will be provided as things develop.

New content: Feminist Philanthropy Special Edition

PhiLab Interview: Bonnie Shepherd, Chief
Development O�cer, Equality Fund

What is behind the women’s philanthropy movement
in Canada? How have Canadian women changed the

Canadian philanthropic ecosystem? 

Western Regional Hub - Regina



Flashback: The Demographics of Philanthropy

In case you missed it, the Western Hub led their
�rst monthly special edition on the Demographics of

Philanthropy  in January 2020.

Check out the content here 

Atlantic Regional Hub - Cornerbrook



Flashback: Rural Philanthropy

This special edition, led by the Atlantic Hub, has a
double objective: not only does it aim at inviting

foundations to reinvest in the rural world at its full
value, but also to encourage the research sector to
discover philanthropy’s various forms of expression
and insertion within different living environments.

Flashback: Philanthropy and Sense of Place

Driven by the Atlantic Hub, this special edition on
Philanthropy and Sense of Place shares information
on nation-building and how branding in the Canadian
context empowers (or disempowers) philanthropic

organizations.

News from our members 

Diane Alalouf-Hall, Quebec Hub coordinator and Ph.D.
candidate, has recently published two articles:

Humanitaires en Mouvement Journal: Vers une
approche territoriale de la résilience et de la

vulnérabilité: Tsunami 2011, Kamaishi

OCCAH: COVID-19 - Le changement organisationnel
et sociétal: un pas à la fois, une montagne après

l’autre



Maxim Fortin, one of PhiLab's students, has recently
published his Ph.D. thesis:

La philanthropie d'investissement au coaur de la
gouvernance du social: une comparaison Québec /

New York (In French only)

Congratulations Dr. Fortin!

Rosane dal Magro, one of PhiLab's students has
recently published an article:

Enriching the intersection of service and
transformative learning with Freirean ideas: The case
of a critical experiential learning programme in Brazil

A new report by Juniper Glass has just been
published by the Association of Fundraising

Professionals:

Donor Engagement of Women in Canada: Insights on
Fundraising Programs and Practices

Check out our Infographic on the same research:

Infographic: Donor Engagement of Women in Canada



Ryan Gibson, Sean Markey and Kelly Vodden have
recently published an article in Plan Canada:

New Foundations: Mobilizing the potential of place-
based philanthropy for rural planning and

development

News from our partners 

New article by Jacques Bordeleau,
General Director of Fondation Béati on

his participation at the International
seminar of large francophone

foundations in Paris:

Where francophone foundations
can re�ect on the issues affecting

their practices

Imagine Canada's Call to Action to support the sector
during the COVID-19 pandemic:

"It is imperative that the federal government’s
response also include and communicate measures

that will assist our sector in getting through the
challenges we all currently face."

Add your voice here

Alliance featured article of the month
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Three shifts philanthropy needs to make to better
design and evaluate social change

By Srikanth Gopal

"Good strategy-making and evaluation sit at the heart
of philanthropy. Yet, as a sector, we continue to

struggle with how to design strategies, how to better
understand our impact, and how to use that
understanding to drive stronger strategies. "

Support PhiLab: Participate on social media!

In order to increase the reach of PhiLab's publications, you can help us by
participating in social media! A simple 'like', comment or share helps us

disseminate knowledge to the sector.

We now have four active social media platforms , there's one for everyone, no
matter your style!

PhiLab students still have access to the Facebook group which is reserved for
them.

This newsletter is sent by the Canadian Partnership Research Network

Unsubscribe


