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PHILANTHROPIE ET ALIMENTATION 

PHILANTHROPY AND NUTRITION 

 
Le secours alimentaire est une cause sans doute aussi vieille que la philanthropie 
elle-même. Et tant qu’existera la pauvreté avec sa congénère qu’est l’insécurité 
alimentaire, nous pouvons légitimement soutenir que l’assistance charitable sera au 
rendez-vous. Ceci dit, l’aide alimentaire que procurent les organismes de 
bienfaisance ne se fait plus uniquement dans une perspective d’allègement 
immédiat des besoins de ceux que la charité d’antan qualifiait de miséreux. Même 
en ce domaine la philanthropie a su se moderniser et complexifier son action au 
gré des réalités changeantes liées à l’alimentation des populations. Ce bulletin met 
en lumière la façon dont les organisations philanthropiques adaptent leurs 
modalités d’intervention et étendent leurs champs d’action pour mieux répondre 
aux besoins ou même produire des changements au sein des systèmes 
agroalimentaires.  
 
Bonne Lecture!  
 
Food relief is a cause that could be qualified as old as philanthropy itself. As long as poverty and 
food insecurity –  its necessary counterpart – exist, we can argue that charitable aid will be 
necessary. That said, food aid provided by charities is no longer limited to the immediate alleviation 
of the needs of those described as miserable by charity once upon a time. Even in this area, 
philanthropy has been able to revamp itself and improve its activities by following the changing 
realities of people's nutrition. This newsletter highlights how philanthropic organizations are 
adapting their interventions and expanding their fields of action to meet people’s needs better or 
even bring about changes in the food system. 
 
Happy reading!  
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SECOURS ALIMENTAIRES ET PAUVRETÉ             

FOOD RELIEF AND POVERTY  

 

n Carole Amistani and Daniel Terrolle (2008). « L’alimentation des 

sansabri. Entre autonomie et dépendance », Anthropology of food, 

Volume 6. 

Lien Web – Web  link :  

https://journals.openedition.org/aof/4952  

Résumé :  

L’alimentation des sans-logis est analysable, à partir du terrain, selon deux versants, parfois 
utilisés conjointement, qui sont celui de leur autonomie et/ou celui de leur dépendance 
envers le don alimentaire. Dans ce dernier cas, les contenus comme les formes témoignent 
trop souvent d’une impossibilité d’assurer l’équilibre nutritionnel de ces mangeurs et le 
respect des multiples aspects socialisants compris dans l’acte alimentaire. Le choix d’un 
traitement social dans l’ « urgence » et par l’humanitaire, tout en maintenant de manière 
chronique cette population à la rue, montre ainsi ses limites et les palliatifs tragiques qu’il 
implique tant dans l’alimentation que dans le reste des solutions qu’il propose depuis plus 
de vingt ans. 

Abstract :  

The diet of the homeless can be looked at from two joint perspectives, both based on fieldwork : their 
autonomy and their dependency on food donations. In the latter case, the contents as well as the form of the 
donation all too often point at the impossibility of ensuring a nutritionally balanced donation and respecting 
the multiple social conventions linked to the act of eating. In resorting to such ‘emergency’ humanitarian 
relief, we maintain the chronicity of homelessness while also revealing the limits of such relief and the tragic 
palliatives implied, both in terms of diet and other solutions suggested over the past fifteen years.  

 

n Christine César (2008). « Dépendre de la distribution d’aide 

alimentaire caritative. Le cas des sans-papiers », Anthropology of 
foods, Issue 6.  

Lien Web – Web link : 
 
https://journals.openedition.org/aof/5073  
 
Résumé : 

Ce travail qualitatif de socio-anthropologie est centré sur l’analyse du récit de vie d’une 
famille de sans-papiers. L’objectif est de décrire et d’analyser de façon approfondie 
l’articulation entre l’aide alimentaire et les conditions de vie de personnes y ayant recours. 
Cette approche par l’alimentation apporte un éclairage particulier sur la situation des 
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personnes se trouvant sans autorisation de travail sur le territoire, car les sans-papiers 
constituent une des figures extrêmes de dépendance au soutien mis en place par la société 
civile, les associations caritatives. Si la situation des sans-papiers se situe à la marge de la 
marge, elle révèle cependant des logiques de fonctionnement qui soulignent plus largement 
la dimension heuristique des pratiques alimentaires pour appréhender la variété des 
situations de pauvreté. 
 
Abstract : 

This qualitative socio-anthropological work is focused on the analysis of a life narrative of an undocumented 
immigrant family. The objective of this paper is to describe and analyze in detail the relations between food 
aid and the living conditions of people dependent on charitable donations. This method of obtaining food 
provides a particular perspective on the situation of undocumented immigrants and reveals their extreme 
dependence on public programs, as seen by their submissive behavior when receiving aid from charitable 
associations. Analyzing the situation of undocumented immigrants who belong to the extreme margins of 
poverty reveals more than what influences their dietary practices: it helps to better understand the various 
situations of poverty. 

 

n Agnès Thouvenot (2013). « Aide alimentaire : les pauvres doivent-ils 

être condamnés à manger les surplus de notre société de 

consommation ? », Sens-Dessous, Volume 2, N° 12, p. 43-50.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.cairn.info/revue-sens-dessous-2013-2-page-43.htm  

Extrait – Excerpt :  

Les associations caritatives doivent faire face à une hausse continue des demandes d’aide 
alimentaire. Alors qu’elles veulent améliorer la qualité des denrées distribuées, les 
financements européens vont baisser de 30 % dès 2014.  

 

n Tyler Pettes, Naomi Dachner, Stephen Gaetz et Valerie Tarasuk 

(2016). « An Examination of Charitable Meal Programs in Five 

Canadian cities », Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 
Underserved, Volume 27, Number 3, p. 1303-1315.  

Lien Web – Web link :  
 
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/628136  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  
 
While there has recently been considerable research and public investment in strategies to 
address homelessness in Canada, food charity remains the primary response to hunger, 
with little evaluation of current e orts and no initiatives to develop more effective 
approaches. Using data from a 2010–2011 survey of charitable food assistance in five 
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Canadian cities, this study was undertaken to describe charitable meal provisioning in each 
city and to compare the relative roles of emergency programs and multi-service agencies 
and their capacity to meet food needs. Most meals were provided by multi-service 
agencies, but like emergency programs, these agencies were heavily dependent on 
donations and they were more likely than emergency programs to report constraints and 
service interruptions because demands exceeded available supplies. Our fundings 
underscore the resource-limited and often fragile nature of charitable meal programs in 
Canada and highlight the need for more effective models of response to problems of 
hunger.  

 

n Valerie Tarasuk and Naomi Dachner (2009). « The Proliferation of 

Charitable Meal Programs in Toronto », Canadian Public Policy / 

Analyse de Politiques, Vol. 35, No. 4, p. 433- 450.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.jstor.org/stable/27759556?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents  

Abstract :  

In the absence of effective federal or provincial policies to address homelessness, 
community groups have initiated numerous programs to help people meet subsistence 
needs. In 2004, we undertook a study of food-provisioning efforts in Toronto, 
documenting 490 programs serving as many as 128,000 meals and snacks per week to 
homeless and housed individuals. Many programs struggled to manage demand. Program 
operators maintained that they were feeding people who otherwise would not eat, yet the 
assistance provided was limited, intermittent, and uncoordinated. The needs that underlie 
demands for food assistance reflect serious flaws in our current system of income 
assistance.  

Résumé :  

En l'absence de politiques fédérales ou provinciales efficaces pour régler le problème de l'itinérance, des 
groupes communautaires ont mis sur pied de nombreux programmes visant à aider les gens à satisfaire 
leurs besoins de subsistance. Dans cet article, nous rendons compte d'une étude que nous avons menée en 
2004 sur les diverses initiatives mises sur pied à Toronto en matière d'aide alimentaire. Nous avons étudié 
490 programmes, qui permettent de servir 128 000 repas et collations par semaine à des gens (sans-abri 
ou ayant un domicile). Plusieurs organismes qui gèrent ces programmes ont de la difficulté à répondre à la 
demande. Leurs responsables nous ont affirmé que les services qu'ils offrent sont essentiels, puisque, sans 
eux, des citoyens n'auraient rien à manger ; mais cette aide reste pourtant limitée et intermittente, et elle 
souffre de l'absence de coordination. Les besoins qui sont à la base de cette demande montrent donc que le 
système actuel d'aide sociale comporte des failles importantes.  
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n Sophie E. Pelham-Burn, Catherine J. Frost, Jean M. Russell et 

Margo E. Barker (2014). « Improving the nutritional quality of 

charitable meals for homeless and vulnerable adults. A case study of 

food provision by a food aid organisation in the UK », Appetite, 
Volume 82, p. 131–137. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0195666314003687?via%3

Dihub  

Résumé – Abstract :  

The prevalence of homelessness in the UK is rising, and demand for food aid through 
charitable meal services has increased. Charitable services make a substantial contribution 
to the food and nutrient intake of vulnerable people, and thus offer a platform for dietary 
improvement. This study examined food provision by a large charitable organisation in a 
major UK city. It had several objectives: Firstly to quantify nutritional composition of 
breakfast and lunch meals, secondly to understand factors that influence the composition 
of menus and meals, and thirdly to determine whether, within the context of these 
influences, improvements to the menu would be possible and whether these would be 
acceptable to clients. Mixed methods of ethnography, semi-structured interviews, 
quantitative nutrient analysis, recipe adaptation and taste tests were employed. The 
research team worked as volunteers in the organisation for a 3-week period and interviews 
were held with the kitchen staff. Food choice was recorded for 189 clients at breakfast and 
251 clients at lunch over a 5-day period and nutrient content of these meals was estimated. 
Meals were weighted towards fat and sugar energy. Energy, potassium, calcium, vitamin 
C, vitamin A, zinc and magnesium content of meals were below Dietary Reference Value 
(DRV) targets for at least 20% of breakfast and lunch meals. Such inadequacies may be 
addressed by the addition of simple foods to the breakfast menu and adaptation of 
lunchtime recipes. Twelve lunchtime dishes were proposed and eight of these were 
seemingly acceptable to clients in taste testing. Barriers to provision of healthier meals 
include budget, food donations and acceptability of meals.  

 

 

SUR LES BANQUES ALIMENTAIRES 

ABOUT FOOD BANKS 

 

n Valerie Tarasuk et Joan M. Eakin (2003). « Charitable food 

assistance as symbolic gesture: an ethnographic study of food banks 

in Ontario », Social Science & Medicine, Volume 56, p. 1505–1515. 
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Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953602001521  

Résumé – Abstract :  

Community-based charitable food assistance programs have recently been established in 
several affluent nations to distribute public and corporate food donations to ‘the needy’. 
In Canada, food banks comprise the primary response to hunger and food insecurity, but 
problems of unmet food need persist. We conducted an ethnographic study of food bank 
work in southern Ontario to examine the functioning of these extra-governmental, 
charitable food assistance programs in relation to problems of unmet need. Our results 
suggest that the limited, variable and largely uncontrollable supply of food donations 
shaped the ways in which food assistance was defined and the practices that governed its 
distribution. Workers framed the food assistance as a supplement or form of acute hunger 
relief, but generally acknowledged that the food given was insufficient to fully meet the 
needs of those who sought assistance. In response to supply limitations, workers restricted 
both the frequency with which individual clients could receive assistance and the amount 
and selection of food that they received on any one occasion. Food giving was essentially 
a symbolic gesture, with the distribution of food assistance dissociated from clients’ needs 
and unmet needs rendered invisible. We conclude that, structurally, food banks lack the 
capacity to respond to the food needs of those who seek assistance. Moreover, the 
invisibility of unmet need in food banks provides little impetus for either community 
groups or government to seek solutions to this problem.  

 

n Lauren B. Davis, Irem Sengul, Julie S. Ivy, Luther G. Brock III et 

Lastella Miles (2014). « Scheduling food bank collections and 

deliveries to ensure food safety and improve access », Socio-
Economic Planning Sciences, Volume 48, p. 175-188. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0038012114000172?via%3
Dihub  

Résumé – Abstract :  

Food banks are privately-owned non-profit organizations responsible for the receipt, 
processing, storage, and distribution of food items to charitable agencies. These charitable 
agencies in turn distribute food to individuals at risk of hunger. Food banks receive 
donated food from national and local sources, such as The Emergency Food Assistance 
Program (TEFAP) and supermarkets. Local sources with frequent high- volume donations 
justify the use of food bank vehicles for collection. Food bank vehicles are also used to 
deliver food to rural charitable agencies that are located beyond a distance safe for 
perishable food to travel without spoilage. Due to limited funds, food banks can only 
afford to sparingly use their capital on non-food items. This requires exploring more cost 
effective food delivery and collection strategies. The goal of this paper is to develop 
transportation schedules that enable the food bank to both (i) collect food donations from 
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local sources and (ii) to deliver food to charitable agencies. We identify satellite locations, 
called food delivery points (FDPs), where agencies can receive food deliveries. A set 
covering model is developed to determine the assignment of agencies to an FDP. Both 
vehicle capacity and food spoilage constraints are considered during assignment. Using the 
optimal assignment of agencies to FDPs, we identify a weekly transportation schedule that 
addresses collection and distribution of donated food and incorporates constraints related 
to food safety, operator workday, collection frequency, and fleet capacity.  

 

n Andrew Williams, Paul Cloke, Jon May et Mark Goodwin (2016). « 

Contested space: The contradictory political dynamics of food 

banking in the UK », Environment and Planning A, Volume 48, Issue 

11, p. 2291–2316. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0308518X16658292  

Résumé – Abstract :  

This paper offers a critical reappraisal of the politics of food banking in the UK. Existing 
work has raised concerns about the institutionalisation of food banks, with charitable 
assistance apparently – even if inadvertently – undermining collectivist welfare and 
deflecting attention from fundamental injustices in the food system. This paper presents 
original ethnographic work that examines the neglected politics articulated within food 
banks themselves. Conceptualising food banks as potential spaces of encounter where 
predominantly middle-class volunteers come into contact with ‘poor others’ (Lawson and 
Elwood, 2013), we illustrate the ways food banks may both reinforce but also rework and 
generate new, ethical and political attitudes, beliefs and identities. We also draw attention 
to the limits of these progressive possibilities and examine the ways in which some food 
banks continue to operate within a set of highly restrictive, and stigmatising, welfare 
technologies. By highlighting the contradictory dynamics at work in food bank 
organisations, and among food bank volunteers and clients, we suggest the political role 
of food banks warrants neither uncritical celebration nor outright dismissal. Rather, food 
banks represent a highly ambiguous political space still in the making and open to 
contestation.  
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LES DONS ALIMENTAIRES ET LEUR RAPPORT AU 

GASPILLAGE                                                           

FOOD DONATIONS AND THEIR CONNECTION TO WASTE 

 

n Felicitas Schneider (2013). « The evolution of food donation with 

respect to waste prevention », Waste Management, Volume 33, p. 

755–763. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956053X12005430?via%3

Dihub  

Résumé – Abstract :  

The donation of food which is still edible can be seen as a specific application of urban 
mining as food is recovered for its original purpose – human intake. There are several 
projects implemented worldwide but due to a lack of data, scientific literature about the 
topic is rare. This paper summarises briefly the evolution of food donation activities and 
gives information on the differences and similarities of current organisations distributing 
food to people in need as well as the political, legal, social and logistical barriers and 
incentives which occur with respect to this topic. A concept for a food donation network 
is presented and impact on ecology, economy and society is discussed.  

 

n Divya J. Nair, Taha Hossein Rashidi et Vinayak V. Dixit (2017). « 

Estimating surplus food supply for food rescue and delivery 

operations », Socio-Economic Planning Sciences, Volume 57, p. 73-

83.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0038012116300453?via%3

Dihub  

Résumé – Abstract :  

Hunger remains a largely hidden social problem in many developed nations. The not-for-
profit food rescue organizations, aid in alleviating hunger, by rescuing the surplus food 
from different food providers and re-distributing to people in need. However, surplus 
food donation is a random process which varies with regard to quantity, time and place. 
Understanding the dynamics of food recovery and forecasting food donations using 
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historical information has significant importance in inventory management and 
redistribution, particularly in reducing operational costs and achieving a sustainable and 
equitable distribution of inventory incorporating uncertainties in supply. This paper uses 
different modelling techniques including multiple linear regression, structural equation 
modelling and neural networks to explore the patterns and dynamics of food donation and 
distribution process for one of the largest food rescue organization in Australia. A set of 
significant indicators has been identified to describe the current food donation process, to 
predict daily average food donated by different food providers and also to anticipate the 
potential donation from a new donor which may appear in the network in the future. 
Results suggest that structural equation modelling and neural networks provide improved 
demand estimation when compared to conventional multiple linear regression. We also 
discuss the usefulness of these models in sustainable and equitable management of food 
recovery and redistribution.  

 

n Stephan Lorenz (2012) « Socio-ecological consequences of charitable 

food assistance in the affluent society: the German Tafel », 

International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy, Volume 32, 

Issue: 7/8, p. 386-400.  

Lien Web – Web link :  
 
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/abs/10.1108/01443331211249011  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  
 
Purpose – Charitable food assistance in affluent societies shows a polarisation between 
growing abundance, on the one hand, and social exclusion, on the other. It establishes a 
connection between both sides. In Germany, such charity is especially represented by the 
so-called Tafel non-profit organisation. The purpose of this article will be to explore the 
structural problems of the non-profit organisations’ charitable practices.  

Design/methodology/approach – This qualitative study encompassed Tafel initiatives, the 
donating businesses and the people on the receiving end.  

Findings – It will be shown that collecting and distributing excess food is at least an 
ambivalent, to some degree even conflictive means and that it is hardly the solution to the 
social and ecological problems addressed. Charitable food assistance contributes more to 
cementing exclusion and excess rather than to overcoming them.  

Originality/value – The article will draw conclusions on unrealistic views of exclusion and 
problematic operations of the movement itself.  
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n Simone Baglioni, Benedetta De Pieri et Tatiana Tallarico (2017). « 

Surplus Food Recovery and Food Aid: The Pivotal Role of Non-

profit Organisations. Insights From Italy and Germany », Voluntas, 

Volume 28, p. 2032–2052. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11266-016-9746-8  

Résumé – Abstract :  

Food security and food waste are unanimously recognised as relevant issues affecting the 
whole society and should be therefore acknowledged as a priority on the public agenda. 
Nonetheless, in many countries the third sector stands in for public actors and operates 
to tackle both these issues. This paper explores the role of public and third sector in 
tackling food poverty and food waste, particularly analysing the role of the non-profit 
organisations involved in the food recovery and redistribution processes in two European 
regions: Lombardy (Italy) and Baden-Württemberg (Germany). By comparing the two 
different policy framework and the organisations’ actions, the study recognises the ability 
of the non-profit sector to create new relationships among different actors (private for-
profit, private non-profit as well as public actors) while answering various unmet needs. 
The paper draws on a mix of secondary and primary data including observations and 
interviews in the two regions carried out in 2014 and focuses on two relevant case studies 
(the ‘‘Associazione Banco Alimentare’’ and the ‘‘Tafel’’).   

 
 
 

LA BIENFAISANCE, QUEL RÔLE AU SEIN DES 

SYSTÈMES AGROALIMENTAIRES ?                           

WHAT IS CHARITY’S ROLE WITHIN FOOD SYSTEMS? 

 

n Rebecca L. Som Castellano (2017). « Receiving Assistance and Local 

Food System Participation », Social Sciences, Volume 6, Issue 18. 

Lien Web – Web link : 
 
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/d00d/723784c82b21bb8a4d52115de2b1aeb25
5e6.pdf  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  
 
A body of literature has noted that local food systems (LFSs) may not involve active 
participation by individuals with lower incomes. This is, in part, a function of racial and 
class hegemony, as well as physical and financial accessibility of LFSs. LFS institutions, 
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such as farmers’ markets, have been working to facilitate receipt of food assistance 
programs, such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Charitable 
assistance programs, such as food banks, have also been actively working to engage in 
LFSs, for example, by making local foods available. However, little research has explored 
the role that receiving public or charitable assistance can play in influencing LFS 
participation. In this article, I utilize quantitative and qualitative data collected from across 
the state of Ohio to examine the relationship between receiving assistance and LFS 
participation for women, who remain predominately responsible for food provisioning in 
the U.S., including among those who participate in LFSs. Quantitative results suggest that 
receiving assistance can increase participation in LFSs. Qualitative data provides more 
nuanced information about the importance of food assistance for women who want to 
participate in LFSs, and suggest that it is essential that food cooperatives and farmers’ 
markets are equipped to receive food assistance programs, such as SNAP, in order for 
women with lower incomes to participate in LFSs.  

 

Les fondations ont une compréhension changeante de leur intervention en 
matière d’alimentation des populations. Même en ce domaine, certaines 
d’entre elles veulent être les investigatrices de changements systémiques et 
ne plus agir strictement dans une perspective d’allègement de la misère à très 
court terme. Or, plusieurs travaux de la Chaire de recherche UQAM sur la 
transition écologique mettent en scène des initiatives et des composantes du 
système agroalimentaire montréalais. Ces travaux peuvent donc s’avérer d’un 
grand secours pour situer la ou les fonctions que les fondations peuvent 
accomplir au sein de ce système et déterminer la nature des transformations 
qu’elles peuvent y opérer.  

Lien vers les contributions de la chaire : 
https://chairetransition.esg.uqam.ca/contributions-de-chaire/  

Foundations have a changing understanding of their intervention in feeding 
populations. Even in this area, some of them want to be the investigators of systemic 
changes and no longer act strictly in a perspective of alleviating misery in the very 
short term. Several works of the « Chaire de recherche UQAM sur la transition 
écologique » show initiatives and components of the Montréal agri-food system. This 
work can therefore be of great help in locating the functions that foundations can 
accomplish within this system and determine the nature of the transformations that 
they can make. 

Web link to the contributions of the Chair: 
https://chairetransition.esg.uqam.ca/contributions-de-chaire/  
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LES DONS DE NOURRITURE DES ENTREPRISES 

CORPORATE FOOD DONATIONS 

 

n Sedef Sert, Paola Garrone, Marco Melacini et Alessandro Perego, 

(2018). « Corporate food donations: altruism, strategy or cost saving? 

», British Food Journal, Volume 120, Issue: 7, p.1628-1642. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/abs/10.1108/BFJ-08-2017-0435  

Résumé – Abstract :  

Purpose – The purpose of this paper is to enhance the understanding of motives behind 
corporate giving and at finding out whether and when operational efficiency plays a major 
role in the case of surplus food donations by food supply chain companies.  

Design/methodology/approach – A multiple case study methodology has been applied 
considering a sample of 16 food sector companies operating in Italy. Three cases have 
been analyzed in-depth to highlight the contextual factors that make cost savings possible 
and donations sizeable and regular.  

Findings – The results show that the willingness of companies to reduce operational costs 
plays a relevant role in managerial decisions concerning the recovery and donation of 
unsold food, although to different degrees across the supply chain stages.  

Originality/value – The paper shows that not only strategic and moral motives, but also 
economic efficiency concern plays an important role in the managerial decision-making 
process pertaining to surplus food donations.  

 

n Miranda Mirosa, Louise Mainvil, Hayley Horne et Ella 

Mangan-Walker (2016) « The social value of rescuing food, 

nourishing communities », British Food Journal, Volume 118, 

Issue 12, p. 3044-3058. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/abs/10.1108/BFJ-04-2016-0149  

Résumé – Abstract :  

Purpose – The purpose of this paper is to explore the social value food rescue enterprises 
can create for both their stakeholders and the wider community “in the meantime” whilst 
longer term solutions to the problems of insecurity and waste are sought. 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Design/methodology/approach – FoodShare, a New Zealand urban-based social 
enterprise specialising in food redistribution, served as a case study for this research. Semi-
structured interviews (n1⁄413) were conducted with FoodShare staff and key stakeholder 
groups (food donors, financial donors, recipient agencies and volunteers). In addition, an 
anonymous online survey (n1⁄440) was completed by the wider organisational volunteer 
network. The interview guides were structured around a new social value evaluation tool, 
Social Return on Investment, which is increasingly used to demonstrate the impact of such 
programmes. Deductive methods were used to code the resulting transcripts to identify 
key outcomes experienced by FoodShare’s stakeholders.  

Findings – The outcomes of FoodShare’s work differed for the various stakeholders. For 
food donors, outcomes included “more involved relationships with community”, and 
“improved perceptions of corporate social responsibility”. Identified key outcomes for the 
financial donors included “key promotional opportunity” and “do something good”. For 
recipient agencies, important outcomes were “greater volume of food” and “increased 
reach”. Volunteers reported “meeting new people”, “a sense of accomplishment in helping 
others” and “learning new skills”. There were also a number of nutritional and 
environmental outcomes for the wider community.  

Originality/value – Given the dearth of evidence on the societal value that is created in 
redistributing unsold food to people in need, this novel perspective makes a significant 
contribution to the literature in this area.  

 

n Sedef Sert, Paola Garrone, Marco Melacini et Alessandro Perego 

(2016). « Surplus Food Redistribution for Social Purposes : The Case 

of Coop Lombardia »,  Dans: Organizing Supply Chain Processes for 
Sustainable Innovation in the Agri-Food Industry, Emerald, 

Chapitre 7, p.  153-173. 

 
Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/306387929_Surplus_Food_Redistrib
ution_for_Social_Purposes_The_Case_of_Coop_Lombardia  

Résumé – Abstract : 

This chapter highlights factors, such as stakeholder engagement and changes in operating 
processes, which can enable retailers to implement an alternative approach to recovering 
and redistributing fresh surplus food. Methodology/approach – A successful fresh surplus 
food redistribution program was identified as part of a larger research project on food 
waste and redistribution. The “Buon Fine” program of a large Italian retailer (Coop 
Lombardia) was described by two senior executives who were interviewed for four hours 
using a semi-structured questionnaire. Collected information was triangulated with 
corporate reports and other publications. Findings – Coop Lombardia implemented an 
expanded supply chain by cooperating with municipalities and food aid organizations. 
Such a process differed in important ways from the traditional “food bank” model. The 
latter organizations collected and distributed surplus food to disfavored populations. 
Originality/value – The findings of this chapter will help senior executives of retail trade 
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companies to improve the sustainability of their supply chain and help policymakers 
address food poverty to improve food security in their territory. 
 

n Elisha Vlaholias, Kirrilly Thompson, Danielle Every et Drew 

Dawson (2015). « Charity Starts ... at Work? Conceptual Foundations 

for Research with Businesses that Donate to Food Redistribution 

Organisations », Sustainability, Volume 7.  

 
Lien Web – Web link :  

file:///Users/davidgrant-p/Downloads/sustainability-07-07997-v2.pdf  

Résumé – Abstract : 

As global concern about sustainability, food waste, and poverty increases, there is an 
urgent need to understand what motivates businesses to adopt prosocial and pro 
environmental behaviours. This paper suggests that food redistribution organisations hold 
both prosocial and pro environmental aims, due to their concern with reducing food 
surplus and food insecurity. To achieve this, they must motivate food businesses to donate 
their surplus food. However, little is known about the values, attitudes, and motives of 
food industry donors. The purpose of this paper is to provide a theoretical and conceptual 
overview to set out principles from which empirical data on food redistribution will be 
analysed or critiqued. Specifically, it explores prosocial and proenvironmental literature, 
as these fields have examined the motivations behind donations and reducing 
environmental impact. This review highlights that charitable giving of food is different to 
other inorganic material, such as money. Thus, future research is needed to capture the 
unique temporal, emotional, social, and environmental factors that motivate food 
donations. This information may contribute to the development of strategies that target 
and motivate people from the food industry to become food donors. Alternatively, it may 
reveal concerns about food donations, and highlight the need for other approaches to 
food waste and food insecurity.  
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LES FONDATIONS PHILANTHROPIQUES ET LA 

RÉVOLUTION VERTE                                                  

PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATIONS AND THE GREEN 

REVOLUTION 

 

n Behrooz Morvaridi (2012). « Capitalist Philanthropy and Hegemonic 

Partnerships », Third World Quarterly, Volume 33, Numéro 7, p. 

1191–1210. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01436597.2012.691827  

Résumé – Abstract :  

Over the past 10 years individual capitalists have become increasingly involved in 
philanthropy, setting up charitable foundations targeted at helping to reduce social 
problems such as poverty, disease and food security. This form of neoliberal capitalist 
philanthropy is both politically and ideologically committed to market-based social 
investment through partner- ships, to make the market work or work better for capital. 
The new structures of philanthropy have received much praise in the media for imbuing 
capitalist business principles into the non-profit sector and for their potential for social 
transformation. While philanthropic activities may be considered worthy in themselves, 
this article examines the relationship between giving and business interest and the agency 
associated with neoliberal capitalist philanthropy. It questions partnerships between 
philanthropists and private corporations and their motivations for engaging in poverty-
related philanthropy. The discussion focuses on capitalist philanthropic foundations’ 
involvement in the process of agricultural commodification in sub-Saharan Africa through 
the New Green Revolution and genetically modified (GM) technologies.  

 

n Sumaila Asuru (2015). « The New Philanthropy, Poverty Reduction 

and Rural Development: A Case Study of Alliance for a Green 

Revolution in Africa (AGRA) in Ghana », Journal of Government and 
Politics, Volume 6, Numéro 1.   

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/279243061_The_New_Philanthropy_
Poverty_Reduction_and_Rural_Development_A_Case_Study_of_Alliance_for_a
_Green_Revolution_in_Africa_AGRA_in_Ghana  
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Résumé – Abstract :  

This study seeks to explore the significant contributions of the new philanthropy towards 
improving the conditions of smallholder farmers in Sub-Saharan African, smallholder 
farmers’ understanding of philanthropy and to investigate the relationship that exists 
between philanthropy and smallholder farmers. The research is designed to uncover the 
needs and drivers of both philanthropy and smallholder farmers in relation to their 
interaction and the fulfilment of the philanthropic contract they have entered into. The 
main objective of the thesis is to consider the potential of philanthropy to rural 
transformation for poverty reduction. It focus is the involvement of the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation in rural development and poverty reduction in Ghana. Since 2006 the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (Gates Foundation) has dedicated $1.7 billion to 
assisting small- holder farmers. The bulk of this investment has been delivered through 
programmes associated with the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), which 
is also supported by the Rockefeller Foundation (Thompson, 2012). This study observed 
an inherent discrepancies and organisational miscalculations that have adverse influence 
on the effective collaboration and implementation of philanthropic support to the selected 
farmers. Untimely release of farming inputs as well as exceedingly unfavourable conditions 
for the attractions of loans makes it difficult for smooth farming. This exercise also 
established that both men and women intercrop their farms to ensure household food 
security and income. Household decisions on which medium of farming to pursue and on 
use of the income from farming are generally taken by men. Due to these, this research 
emphasise that philanthropic offering in Ghana should be looked at dispassionately 
bearing in mind the socio-culturally diverse nature of the country itself as well as key 
environmental factors that hugely contribute to poverty.  

 

n David Nally et Chay Brooks (2018). « From the Teen to the Green 

Revolution: American philanthropy and youth club work in Northern 

Europe », Journal of Historical Geography, Volume 61, p. 27-43. 

Lien Web – Web link :  
 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305748817301597  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  

Established in 1923, the International Education Board (IEB) was a philanthropic 
organisation that aimed to sponsor and steer educational projects on a global scale. 
Extending the work of the General Education Board (GEB), which had organised 
development activities in the southern states of the USA, the IEB focused on improving 
the social and economic roots of society by supporting, on the one hand, scientific research 
(mainly through institution building and fellowships) while, on the other hand, funding 
and promoting rural modernisation through farm demonstration work. While the IEB’s 
‘macro’ programmes of institution building and fellowship creation have been capably 
studied, its role in developing rural capacities through ‘micro’ schemes of community 
development is much less well known. This paper therefore concentrates on farming 
education programmes trialled in the three Nordic countries of Denmark, Finland and 
Sweden. We argue that these village-level programmes of rural pedagogy, aimed at children 
and adolescents, were intended to inculcate new farming habits, dispositions and 
techniques to better synchronise young adults with the routines of scientific and industrial 
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farming. Promoting youth club work, via farm demonstrations and home economics, the 
IEB aimed to reshape the social by directly engaging with the next generation of farmers 
in rural Europe. The precise targeting of teens, we finally argue, is indicative of a broader 
shift that saw agrarian reformers look beyond technics to the ‘culture’ within agriculture, 
and in particular to the tactics that heighten youth receptivity and responsiveness. This 
deep interest in the ‘how’ of striving – by this we mean the actions, forces and intensities 
that spark human endeavour – was later refined and developed during the Green 
Revolution as villages and peasants across the globe were made the targets of philanthropic 
reforms. By inciting new embodied attachments and affective relations between youth and 
land, philanthropists hoped to quell social upheaval and inject ‘modern’ entrepreneurial 
values into the countryside.  

 

n David Nally et Stephen Taylor (2015). « The politics of self-help: 

The Rockefeller Foundation, philanthropy and the ‘long’ Green 

Revolution », Political Geography, Volume 49, p. 51-63.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.repository.cam.ac.uk/bitstream/handle/1810/248186/Nally%20an
d%20Taylor%202015%20%20Political%20Geography.pdf?sequence=1&isAllow
ed=y  

Résumé – Abstract :  

While scholars of contemporary philanthropy have observed a concerted interest in the 
promotion of ‘self-help,’ little has been said about the political history of this investment 
and its significance in determining both domestic and international development priorities. 
We locate this modern conceptualisation of self-help in early twentieth-century 
philanthropic practice that sought to ‘gift’ to individuals and communities the precious 
habit of self-reliance and social autonomy. The Rockefeller Foundation promoted rural 
development projects that deliberately sought to ‘emancipate’ the tradition-bound peasant, 
transforming him or her into a productive, enterprising subject. We begin by documenting 
their early agricultural extension work, which attempted to spark agrarian change in the 
US South through the inculcation of modern habits and aspirations among farmers and 
their families. These agrarian schemes illustrate the newfound faith that ‘rural up-lift’ could 
only be sustained if farming communities were trained to ‘help themselves’ by investing 
physically and psychologically in the process of modernisation. We then locate subsequent 
attempts to incentivise and accelerate international agricultural development within the 
broader geopolitical imperatives of the Green Revolution and the Cold War. While US 
technical assistance undoubtedly sought to prevent political upheaval in the Third World, 
we argue that Rockefeller-led modernisation projects, based on insights gleaned from 
behavioural economics, championed a model of human capital e and the idea of 
‘revolution within’ e in order to contain the threat of ‘revolution without’. Approaching 
agricultural development through this problematisation of the farmer reveals the ‘long 
history’ of the Green Revolution e unfolding from the domestic to the international and 
from the late nineteenth century to the present e as well as the continuing role of 
philanthropy in forging a new global order.  
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n Jacqueline A. Ignatova (2017). « The ‘philanthropic’ gene: biocapital 

and the new green revolution in Africa », Third World Quarterly, 

Volume 38, Issue 10, p. 2258-2275. 

Lien Web – Web link :  
 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01436597.2017.1322463  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  
Climate change and population growth have prompted calls for African countries to 
embrace a ‘new Green Revolution’ in order to promote food security. What is ‘new’ about 
this new Green Revolution? What configurations of capital, the state, agribusiness, and 
the law define this period of agricultural transition? In this new Green Revolution, I argue, 
there is a proliferation of new forms of capital – biocapital and philanthrocapital – that 
integrate biotechnology with philanthropy to create market value. These shifts are 
engendered by philanthropic giving, in the form of donated genetic material for the 
development of ‘pro-poor’ biotechnology which normalises seed as commodity, and 
legislative reform that renders seed patentable material. 
 
 

n Rachel Schurman (2018). « Micro(soft) managing a ‘green 

revolution’ for Africa: The new donor culture and international 

agricultural development », World Development, Volume 112, p. 180–

192. 

Lien Web – Web link :  
 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0305750X18303036  
 
Résumé – Abstract : 

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) has become an influential development 
actor, spending billions of dollars on international health and agricultural development. 
While scholars commonly assert that the foundation is part of a new breed of 
‘‘philanthrocapitalists” who apply business principles to their philanthropic activities, little 
is known about what this really means or how the Gates Foundation works on the inside. 
This article seeks to deepen our understanding of this new development actor by 
examining its organizational culture. I do this through a case study of the Gates 
Foundation’s Agricultural Development pro- gram. Using in-depth interviews, materials 
from the BMGF’s website, and a variety of other primary data sources, I explore the 
foundation’s quotidian practices, workplace norms, and interactions with grantees as it 
tries to improve the lives of smallholder farmers in Africa. I argue that the Gates 
Foundation’s heavy emphasis on strategic planning has produced an approach to 
agricultural development that abstracts away from smallholder farmers’ sociocultural 
worlds and relies on a generalizable set of development solutions. My analysis also reveals 
another significant consequence of the BMGF’s organizational culture: By immersing 
bright, high-achieving professionals in the competitive, intense environment that 
characterizes the foundation, staff have learned to ‘‘manage up” (toward Bill) rather than 
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manage down (toward their intended beneficiaries). This insulates and distances 
foundation staff from the field, making it difficult for them to listen to smallholder 
farmers, even though many express a genuine desire to do so. As a result, farmers continue 
to be treated as passive objects of development rather than as complex social actors.  

 
 

TRANSFORMATIONS SOCIO-HISTORIQUES DE 

L’AIDE ALIMENTAIRE                                                       

SOCIO-HISTORICAL TRANSFORMATIONS OF FOOD AID  

 

EN FRANCE 

IN FRANCE 

 
n Matthieu Brejon de Lavergnée (2007).  « Alimentation populaire et 

secours charitables. L’exemple parisien (1840-1870) », Brepols 
Online, Volume 5, Issue 2, p. 95-127.  

 
Lien Web – Web link :  
 
https://www.brepolsonline.net/doi/abs/10.1484/J.FOOD.1.100224  
 
Résumé :  

Si l’on ne meurt plus guère de faim à Paris dans la première moitié du XIXe siècle, 
l’alimentation reste un souci quotidien dans les milieux populaires. Aussi, nombreuses sont 
les sociétés charitables qui se donnent pour tâche de distribuer des secours alimentaires. 
L’étude se propose de croiser deux approches : histoire de l’alimentation d’un côté, histoire 
de la philanthropie de l’autre. La Société de Saint-Vincent-de-Paul, qui secourt 10 % des 
indigents parisiens sous la monarchie de Juillet, offre un laboratoire d’analyse privilégié. 
Ses pratiques connaissent une nette évolution de part et d’autre de 1848 : du bon de pain 
au fourneau économique, c’est toute une mutation sociologique de la charité qui se donne 
à voir ici. On saisit aussi, entre nécessité économique et prescription morale, l’émergence 
de la restauration collective hors foyer. La redéfinition des “publics”, pauvres ou ouvriers, 
ne saurait masquer cependant que le don demeure essentiel à l’équilibre de budgets grevés 
par les dépenses alimentaires. 

 
Abstract : 

Although people were no longer dying of starvation in Paris in the early 19th century, food was still a 
matter of concern for the working classes. As a consequence, many organizations were engaged in food 
charity of several sorts. The aim of this study is to take into account two points of view : the history of food 
on the one hand and the history of philanthropy on the other hand. The Saint Vincent de Paul Society, 
which was responsible for 10 % of the aid to the poor during the July Monarchy, is particularly useful for 
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this purpose. The way it helped the poor was quite different before and after 1848 – indeed, a profound 
social change can be seen through the shift from bread tickets to cheap meals called “fourneaux 
économiques” (the equivalent of soup kitchens) which were sold at a loss. For economic as well as for moral 
reasons, institutional catering appeared as another way of relieveing people, and although the poor and the 
working classes were helped in different ways, food remained terribly expensive for the whole of the toiling 
masses. 

 
n Bruno Dumons (1998) « De l'oeuvre charitable à l'institution 

d’assistance : la société de Saint-Vincent de Paul en France sous la 

Troisième République », Revue d’Histoire Ecclésiastique, Volume 

93, Numéro 1, p. 46-65.  

 
Lien Web – Web link :  
 
https://search.proquest.com/openview/ccf2582801cf5e320001532f49e7d326/1?
pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=1817117  
 
 

n JeanNoël Retière et JeanPierre Le Crom. Une solidarité en miettes. 
Socio-histoire de l’aide alimentaire des années 1930 à nos jours. 

Rennes, Presses universitaires de Rennes, series : « Histoire », 2018, 

313 p.  

Commentaire critique du livre par Stéphane Lembré –  
Book review by Stéphane Lembré : 
 
https://journals.openedition.org/lectures/24687  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  

 "Soulager la détresse alimentaire !" : cette antienne pathétique que l'on croyait l'apanage 
des grandes organisations humanitaires internationales est devenue un appel à secourir ici 
et maintenant, dans notre société. La paupérisation d'une population croissante a suscité 
au cours des dernières décennies une mobilisation d'ampleur qui s'est traduite par des 
reconfigurations d'associations historiques (Sociétés de Saint-Vincent-de-Paul, Secours 
catholique, Secours populaire...), des créations (Banques alimentaires, Restos du cœur...) 
et des initiatives multiples. C'est à l'ensemble du champ constitué par ces acteurs collectifs 
que cet ouvrage est consacré avec pour objectif d'en suivre, depuis les années 1930, les 
jeux d'accointance et de concurrence, les formes et les logiques d'approvisionnement et de 
recrutement, les usages et les registres de justification de l'action. En combinant la 
démarche de l'historien et les outils du sociologue, en croisant archives publiques et 
privées, documentations internes, presse et entretiens (bénévoles, responsables associatifs 
et politiques, fonctionnaires d'État, territoriaux et européens, cadres de la grande 
distribution), ce livre interroge les processus qui, des œuvres philanthropiques d'hier aux 
associations humanitaires contemporaines, ont affecté la nature du bénévolat, l'esprit et la 
forme du don ainsi que leur type de gouvernement. Il montre qu'en comparaison de la 



 

 22 

solidarité collective garantie par l'État sous forme de droits, l'aide d'urgence alimentaire a 
revêtu depuis toujours, par-delà la rhétorique humanitaire, une forme dégradée de 
sécurisation de l'existence. Des "miettes de solidarité" en quelque sorte, constituées par 
des denrées soustraites au marché et reliefs de nos tables solvables."   

 

AU ROYAUME-UNI  

UNITED KINGDOM 

 

n Anne Lhuissier (2013). « Soup Kitchen. L’encadrement 

philanthropique à l’épreuve des budgets ouvriers (Londres, 1875-

1906) », Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, Volume 4, N° 199, 

p. 78-87. 

Lien Web – Web link :  
 
https://www.cairn.info/revue-actes-de-la-recherche-en-sciences-sociales-2013-4-
page-78.htm  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  

L’offre de repas charitables – dinner tables et soup kitchens – qui se développe à Londres dans 
le dernier quart du XIXe siècle entrave l’encadrement pratique des activités charitables et 
l’encadrement moral des classes populaires, que les agents du monde philanthropique 
s’évertuent à mettre en place. Elle représente tout ce contre quoi ils se battent : le secours 
à domicile (outdoor relief) en espèces ou en nature et la charité indiscriminée (indiscriminate 
charity) favorisaient la dépendance des pauvres et les affranchissaient de la rationalité 
économique indispensable à la gestion du budget domestique. La confrontation des 
pratiques et des représentations des philanthropes aux budgets et aux pratiques ouvrières 
montre également que ces formes de distribution sont assez peu compatibles avec les 
habitudes populaires. Pourtant celles-ci déplacent les frontières des catégories en usage au 
sein du monde philanthropique, sur lesquelles se maintenait un modus vivendi et mettent en 
évidence la place ambiguë du marché de consommation comme intermédiaire dans les 
relations entre philanthropie et classes populaires. 
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Faites-nous parvenir vos suggestions de références sur la philanthropie et l’alimentation. 
Écrivez-nous au  philab@uqam.ca et il nous fera grand plaisir de les ajouter au bulletin. 
De plus, vous pouvez nous suivre via notre site internet www.philab.uqam.ca, sur Twitter 
@PhiLabMTL ou même en vous abonnant à notre Infolettre. 

On vous revoit le mois prochain ! 
 
 
Send us suggestions of references about grantmaking philanthropy and food systems. Write us to 
philab@uqam.ca and we will be pleased to add them to the monthly. Moreover, you may follow us by our 
Web site www.philab.uqam.ca, on Twitter @PhiLabMTL or even in subscribing to our Newsletter.  
 
See you next month !  

                                                                                                                                                                      
 


