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En cette période de festivités et de partage règne une effervescence collective qui porte à 
l’entraide et rend particulièrement visible maints élans de solidarité. Il est donc difficile 
de passer à côté de l’engagement de nombreux bénévoles envers des personnes dans le 
besoin ; d’autant plus que se tenait le 5 décembre la journée internationale des bénévoles 
qui souligne l’apport du bénévolat dans le développement socioéconomique des 
communautés.  

Le temps des fêtes est aussi synonyme de célébrations religieuses. À cette occasion, 
l’Année Philanthropique clôt sa première année sur le thème « philanthropie et religion ». 
En fait, ce thème est central considérant que toutes les religions, sans la moindre 
exception, entretiennent un rapport privilégié avec le don. Jean-Paul Willaime, un 
sociologue des religions, suggère même de concevoir la religion comme « un lien social 
articulé au don ». Et bien que la modernité ait repoussé la religion dans la sphère privée, 
elle n’a aucunement mis un terme à sa correspondance avec le don. Selon les données 
2013 de Statistiques Canada, 31% des donateurs canadiens ont offert du financement à 
des organismes religieux, et 41% de la valeur totale des dons – soit 5,2 milliards de 
dollars – est captée par ce type d’organismes.  

In this holiday season reigns a collective effervescence that encourage mutual help and makes particularly 
visible many impulses of solidarity. It is difficult to miss the commitment of many volunteers for people in 
need, especially since December 5th was International Volunteer Day, which highlights the contribution 
of volunteering to the socio-economic development of communities.  

The holidays are also synonymous with religious celebrations. Therefore, Philanthropic Year ends its first 
year on the theme "philanthropy and religion". In fact, this theme is fundamental considering that all 
religions, without the slightest exception, maintain a privileged relationship with giving. Jean-Paul 
Willaime, a religion’s sociologist, even suggests to conceive religion as "a social link articulated to giving". 
Although modernity has pushed back religion into the private sphere, it has not end its connection with 
giving. According to Statistics Canada 2013 data, 31% of Canadian donors have funded religious 
organizations, and 41% of the total value of donations - $ 5.2 billion - is obtained by this type of 
organization. 
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INFLUENCE DE LA RELIGION SUR LA PHILANTHROPIE 

RELIGION’S INFLUENCES ON PHILANTHROPY 

 

n Michael Lindsay and Robert Wuthnow (2010). « Financing Faith: 

Religion and Strategic Philanthropy », Journal for the Scientific 

Study of Religion, Vol. 49, No. 1, p. 87- 111. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-5906.2009.01494.x/abstract  

Résume – Abstract :  

Over the last century, a new form of strategic philanthropy arose—that of the private 
foundation. Foundations do not account for a large portion of donations received by 
religious organizations, but they can deploy important resources at critical moments. 
Examining data between 1999 and 2003 from the Foundation Center on grants and 
grant making, we find that a very small number of foundations are dominant actors in 
religious strategic philanthropy. These organizations introduce isomorphic tendencies 
within American religion. Federal tax policies and financial scandals precipitated the 
emergence of more organizational forms—regranting organizations, supporting 
organizations, and oversight organizations. Factors such as secularization, religious 
pluralism, and globalization have generated new challenges for private foundations, and 
in the aggregate, these developments have contributed to a restructuring within the 
world of religious philanthropy. 

 

n Richard J. Bentley (2002). « Speaking to a higher authority: 

Teaching philanthropy in religious settings », New Directions for 

Philanthropic Fundraising, Volume 2002, Issue 36, p. 21 – 36.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pf.3602/full  

Abstract :  

Religion is a major influence in the American philanthropy sector. Faith-based schools, 
congregations, and youth-serving groups play an important role in transmitting 
philanthropic traditions to children and youth. 
 
Résumé :  

La religion a une influence majeure dans le secteur philanthropique américain. Les écoles 
confessionnelles, les congrégations et les groupes de service aux jeunes jouent un rôle 
important dans la transmission des traditions philanthropiques chez les enfants et les 
jeunes. [ma traduction] 
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LA PLACE DES FEMMES DANS LA PHILANTHROPIE 

RELIGIEUSE                                                              

THE PLACE OF WOMEN IN RELIGIOUS PHILANTHROPY 

 

n Yolande Cohen (2010). « Femmes philanthropes. Catholiques, 

protestantes et juives dans les organisations caritatives au Québec 

(1880-1945). » Montréal, Les Presses de l’université de Montréal, 253 

p.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

www.entrepotnumerique.com/o/63/p/8051/excerpt  
 

Résumé – Abstract :  

Qui prend soin des plus vulnérables ? Sur quelles épaules repose le plus massivement la 
part altruiste de nos sociétés ? Les femmes ont toujours été au cœur des traditions de 
secours aux pauvres, d'accueil des immigrants et des réfugiés, d'aide aux mères et aux 
enfants. Ces rôles de solidarité, parce qu'associés au foyer et à la religion, leur ont permis 
d'agir dans une sphère publique qui leur était par ailleurs largement interdite. Dans la 
première moitié du XXe siècle, l'activité philanthropique organisée a été un moteur 
essentiel de l'accession des femmes aux pleins droits politiques. Ce livre s'attache à faire 
l'histoire de trois grandes associations au Québec : la Fédération nationale Saint-Jean-
Baptiste, la Young Women's Christian Association (YWCA) et le National Council 
ofJewish Women. Yolande Cohen montre que les femmes qui s'y sont engagées ont 
apporté une contribution majeure et encore largement ignorée à l'élaboration des 
politiques sociales canadiennes et québécoises. 
 

n Jennifer M. Goins, Janette E. McDonald (1998). « Reclaiming a 

heritage and tradition: Women as fundraisers and leaders in 

religious philanthropy », New Directions for Philanthropic 

Fundraising, Volume 1998, Issue 19, p. 93 – 102.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pf.1905/full  

Extrait de l’article – Excerpt from the article :  

More than any other time in history, women today have the opportunity to influence 
philanthropy and assume more authority in fundraising efforts, especially in funding for 
religious organizations and social causes. In order to provide a context of under- 
standing, we examine trends in religious giving and the financial state of religious 
organizations. We also address the changing socioeconomic role of women and society.  
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Women as philanthropists for faith-based organizations, especially in the Christian 
tradition, have made and will continue to make a tremendous impact on the moral and 
physical welfare of society in the United States. To support this claim we present a 
historical review of documented fundraising activities from the past century. The status 
of women as current leaders in philanthropy will also be addressed, with some 
projections for future activities. Finally, the role of trusteeship in religious organizations 
will be dis- cussed in relation to women’s influence in religious philanthropy.  

 

n Lucie Piché. « Femmes et changement social au Québec. L’apport 

de la Jeunesse ouvrière catholique féminine, 1931-1966 ». Québec, 

Les Presses de l’Université Laval, 2003. 349 p.  

Extrait du livre – Book excerpt :  
 
Tout comme les autres mouvements d’action catholique spécialisée, la JOC se compose, 
en fait, d’une branche féminine et d’une branche masculine et chacune constitue une 
entité propre. Leurs responsables assument conjointement la direction de la JOC qui 
publie, entre autres, le journal de la centrale et administre les Éditions ouvrières en plus 
de voir à l’organisation générale du mouvement et à son orientation. Or, ces 
regroupements se féminisent très rapidement : 60, 70, parfois même 80% des membres 
des mouvements d’action catholique sont des femmes.  
Cette forte représentation féminine illustre, en réalité, les difficultés qu’éprouvent ces 
organisations à rejoindre la jeunesse masculine. Une réalité qui constitue certes un 
handicap pour qui prétend représenter l’ensemble de la jeunesse. On peut cependant 
aborder ce phénomène par l’autre bout de la lorgnette : pourquoi les femmes adhèrent-
elles davantage que les hommes à ce type d’associations et quels bénéfices en retirent-
elles ? La question mérite d’être posée, croyons-nous, car affirmer que ces mouvements 
constituent une école de formation et un lieu de socialisation politique est une chose ; 
conjuguer cette réalité au féminin en est une autre et les résultats d’une telle analyse 
peuvent déboucher sur des conclusions fort éclairantes en ce qui concerne l’évolution du 
rôle et de la place des femmes dans la société québécoise.   

 

 

 

LA PHILANTHROPIE JUIVE                                       

JEWISH PHILANTHROPY 

 

n Debra Mesch, Zach Moore and Mark Ottoni-Wilhelm (2010). « 

Does Jewish Philanthropy Differ by Sex and Type of Giving? », 

NASHIM: A Journal of Jewish Women’s Studies and Gender 

Issues, Num. 20, p. 80 – 96.  
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Lien Web – Web link :  

https://philanthropy.iupui.edu/files/research/does_jewish_philanthropy_differ_
by_sex_and_type_of_giving.pdf  

Résumé – Abstract :  

Little has been written on the role of gender in Jewish philanthropy, and there is even 
less empirical research on gender differences between Jewish men and women, or 
between Jews and non-Jews by gender. This study examines Jewish philanthropy by type 
of giving and gender. Specifically, we examine the differing amounts given to charity 
(both religious and secular) across eight groups, controlling for other factors that may 
affect philanthropic giving. These included four groups of married couples: those 
consisting of two Jewish spouses, of a Jewish man and a non-Jewish woman, of a non-
Jewish man and a Jewish woman, and of two non-Jewish spouses; and four groups of 
singles: Jewish men, Jewish women, non-Jewish men and non-Jewish women. Using 
three waves of data from the Panel Study of Income Dynamics (PSID), we used 
regression methods to examine the differences among the groups. Results indicated that 
the probability of giving and the amount given among Jewish women married to non-
Jewish men are significantly less than among all other groups.  

 

n Gary A. Tobin (2001). « The Transition of Communal Values and 

Behavior in Jewish Philanthropy ». San Francisco, Institute for 

Jewish & Community Research, 39 p.  

Lien Web – Web link : 

http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.557.7978&rep=rep1
&type=pdf  

Extrait du texte – Text excerpt : 

The focus is on the current Jewish philanthropic system, which can be viewed through a 
number of lenses. The first is ideological. Ideology represents the guiding principles, 
beliefs and myths that define the philanthropic system. The second lens is structural. 
This is an institutional and organizational network, the mechanisms through which 
ideologies are expressed. Over the years American Jewry, as well as other Diaspora 
communities, have created elaborate and intricate systems to help raise money to build 
the State of Israel. The third lens is programmatic. These are the specific activities within 
the system that are supported through monies raised or the activities that help raise the 
money. Sometimes they are the same, with fundraising organizations having adopted 
programs that both raise money and build the system itself. The fourth lens is technical, 
the set of tools that are used to help raise funds. These tools may include marketing 
techniques, the use of media, and so on. The level of sophistication of these tools varies 
tremendously depending on the fundraising organization. The fifth lens to examine the 
fundraising system is procedural, the processes in decision-making, resource distribution, 
and so on that connect ideologies, structure and programs into a system. The focus of 
this paper is on the ideological, with some discussion of the structural.  
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n Manor Yohanan et Sheffer Gabriel. « L'United Jewish Appeal ou la 

métamorphose du don ». dans: Revue française de sociologie, 1977, 

18-1. p. 3-24. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

http://www.persee.fr/doc/rfsoc_0035-2969_1977_num_18_1_5667  

Abstract : 

The United Jewish Appeal is a well known American Jewish voluntary organization. It 
specializes in fund raising for financing Jewish communities overseas. De facto it 
assumes functions which do not fit its original and publicized goals. Thus, it provides an 
organizational framework for the whole community and especially for its 'federations'; it 
is responsible for the production and reproduction of leadership ; it supplies symbols for 
Jewish identification; and it promotes co-operation among various Jewish groups. Four 
major factors explain the deviation from the organization's original goals : I. A successful 
combination of American and Jewish cultural tenents ; II. Donating fits the pragmatic 
essence of Judaism ; III. Donating has become an expression of belonging to the Jewish 
people ; IV. It fits the emotional 'arrangements' between Israel and the diaspora. 
Furthermore, donating to the UJA express Israel's legitimation of the diaspora on the 
one hand, and the acceptance of the importance of Israel in the order of priorities of the 
American Jewish community on the other hand. However, now these characteristics are 
under heavy attacks from various quarters. They are questioned by some groups in the 
US as well as in Israel.  

Résumé : 

L'United Jewish Appeal est une organisation américaine dont la spécialité est de lever des 
fonds pour financer les communautés juives étrangères — et principalement Israël. En 
fait, certaines de ses fonctions sont extérieures à ses premiers buts avoués. C'est ainsi 
qu'elle fournit un cadre organisationnel et même une structure d'encadrement à la 
communauté entière ; elle alimente en outre la symbolique de l'identification juive, et 
favorise la coopération entre les divers groupes juifs. Aujourd'hui, le don à l'U.J.A. 
exprime la légitimation d'Israël par la diaspora, d'une part, et l'acceptation de 
l'importance d'Israël dans la hiérarchie des priorités de la communauté juive américaine, 
d'autre part. Cependant, ces diverses fonctions sont maintenant remises en question par 
certains groupes, aussi bien aux États-Unis qu'en Israël.  

 

n Céline Leglaive-Perani (2011). « De la charité à la philanthropie. 

Introduction », Archives Juives, Volume 44, p. 4 – 16.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

http://www.cairn.info/revue-archives-juives-2011-1-page-4.htm  

Extrait de l’article – Excerpt from the article :  

La philanthropie des Juifs n’a pas suscité davantage d’intérêt. Malgré l’existence d’un 
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projet international sur la philanthropie des Rothschild, quelques articles et un livre 
consacré à la philanthropie juive mais qui traite en fait de l’aide aux Juifs hors de France, 
le sujet est encore large- ment vierge. Cette livraison de la revue Archives juives souhaite 
contribuer modestement à combler ce vide et à susciter de nouvelles pistes de recherche. 
Car la philanthropie des Juifs de 1800 à 1940 est un élément crucial de leur histoire. 
Action publique, elle laisse des traces (institutions, legs, donations) et livre du bienfaiteur 
une image, quand le pauvre qui l’a reçue, est, lui, au contraire englouti dans le passé. La 
philanthropie est aussi un miroir qui reflète le donateur, ses motivations, la conception 
qu’il a de son rôle et de sa place au sein de la société. Enfin, la philanthropie que 
pratiquent les Juifs repose, comme nous le verrons, sur un paradoxe ; elle est le fait d’un 
tout petit nombre parmi les plus riches, mais elle a un impact sur la communauté toute 
entière. Les pratiques de quelques-uns rejaillissent sur la perception de l’ensemble du 
groupe : d’un côté, la philanthropie des élites juives à destination de leurs 
coreligionnaires peut être lue comme une manifestation d’identité et de fidélité à leur 
communauté d’origine ; de l’autre, la philanthropie qu’il adresse à tous les Français, sans 
distinction de confession, est une proclamation d’appartenance et d’attachement à la 
France et joue un rôle intégrateur. L’histoire de la philanthropie accompagne donc 
l’histoire des Juifs en France et se fait l’écho de leur identité, à la fois en tant que Juifs et 
en tant que Français.  

 

LA PHILANTHROPIE ISLAMIQUE                                

ISLAMIST PHILANTHROPY 

 

n Greg Barton (2014). « The Gülen Movement, Muhammadiyah and 

Nahdlatul Ulama: Progressive Islamic Thought, Religious 

Philanthropy and Civil Society in Turkey and Indonesia, Islam and 

Christian–Muslim Relations », Islam and Christian-Muslim 

Relations, Volume 25, Issue 3, p. 287 – 301.   

Lien Web – Web link :  
 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09596410.2014.916124  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  

This article looks at three Islamic movements, two (Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) and 
Muhammadiyah) almost exclusively contained within Indonesia and the third (the Gülen 
movement, known amongst those associated with it as the hizmet or “service”) 
originating in Turkey but now global in its extent. These movements are Islamically 
inspired and generally described as Islamic social movements, but much of their activity 
is concerned with the provision of social services, particularly education, and all three 
run extensive school systems. It is often insufficiently understood that these school 
systems are committed to teaching modern curricula in a secular fashion. Although these 
movements are very concerned with the development of character and the promotion of 
morality, and may be described as socially conservative, they are essentially progressive 
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social movements, looking to the future with confidence and at plural society around 
them with an optimism that their understanding of Islam can thrive in modern society. 
The hizmet and NU share a similar traditional Sunni approach, strongly imbued with a 
Sufi sensibility, whereas Muhammadiyah is inspired by Islamic modernism. The hizmet, 
seen from an Indonesian perspective, combines the modern organizational competency 
of Muhammadiyah and the spirituality of the NU. All three movements share similarities 
with Western philanthropic religious movements committed to providing high-quality 
education.  

 

n Robert Lacey et Jonathan Benthall (Éditeurs). « Gulf Charities and 

Islamic Philanthropy in the "Age of Terror" and Beyond », Gerlach 

Press, 2014, 320 p.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1df4hzq   

 
Résumé – Abstract :  

Gulf Charities and Islamic Philanthropy in the "Age of Terror" and Beyond is the first 
book to be published on the charities of Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Gulf, covering 
their work both domestic and international. From a diversity of viewpoints, the book 
addresses: the historical roots of Islamic philanthropy in religious traditions and 
geopolitical movements; the interactions of the Gulf charities with "Western" relief and 
development institutions - now under pressure owing to budgetary constraints; 
numerous case studies from the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia; the impact of 
violent extremism on the sector, with the legal repercussions that have followed - 
especially in the USA; the recent history of attempts to alleviate the obstacles faced by 
bona fide Islamic charities, whose absence from major conflict zones now leaves a 
vacuum for extremist groups to penetrate; the prospects for a less politicized Islamic 
charity sector when the so-called "war on terror" eventually loses its salience. 
 

 
 

CHRISTIANISME ET PHILANTHROPIE      

CHRISTIANISM AND PHILANTHROPY 

 

n Soma Hewa (1997). « The Protestant Ethic and Rockefeller 

Benevolence : The Religious Impulse in American Philanthropy », 

Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour, Volume 27, Issue 4, p. 

419 – 452.  
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Lien Web – Web link :  
 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-5914.00050/abstract  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  
 
This paper is an application of Max Weber’s thesis about the “elective affinity” between 
Protestant religious impulses and the rise of capitalism, and rationalization of 
benevolence. Exploring the history of organized philanthropy in the United States, using 
the life and work of John D. Rockefeller, the paper presents the power of the religious 
motive in Rockefeller’s commitment to philanthropy, especially towards support for 
scientific university based research in medicine. Presenting historical evidence, the paper 
argues against those who see U.S. philanthropists as giving out of guilt or for selfish 
motivation, and those who critique philanthropic foundations as producers and 
reproducers of cultural hegemony 
 
 

n Noah D. Drezner (2013). « The Black Church and Millennial 

Philanthropy: Influences on College Student Prosocial Behaviors at 

a Church-Affiliated Black College », Christian Higher Education, 

12:5, 363-382  

Lien Web – Web link :  
 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15363759.2013.824813  
 
Résumé – Abstract :  
 
Colleges and universities are increasingly relying on philanthropic contributions to allow 
them to continue to provide high-quality education. Christian higher education is no 
different. African Americans give a larger percentage of their disposable income to 
nonprofits than any other racial group; this giving is primarily directed to the Black 
church. Limited literature addresses Black giving to higher education, and even less 
focuses on fundraising for church-affiliated Black colleges and universities. As part of a 
larger case study of the United Negro College Fund’s (UNCF) National Pre-Alumni 
Council (NPAC), this research examined how African Americans in the millennial 
generation think about and choose to act philanthropically and the role that Black 
colleges and the African American church play in the cultivation of these behaviors. The 
findings in this article draw upon a case study dataset of interviews with 21 students and 
four NPAC advisors from 13 UNCF institutions, representing one third of the member 
colleges. More specifically, this article focuses on the document analysis and interviews 
of four students from Tougaloo College. This work is supported by and advances our 
understanding of the theoretical literature surrounding philanthropy, fund-raising, 
prosocial behavior, and the involvement of religion, specifically the Black church, on 
giving within African American communities. Beyond adding to the scholarly discourse, 
this paper offers recommendations for practice to increase prosocial behaviors of college 
students at religiously affiliated institutions.  
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LA PHILANTHROPIE RELIGIEUSE A TRAVERS LE 

MONDE                                                           

RELIGIOUS PHILANTHROPY AROUND THE WORLD 

 

Au Canada – In Canada 

 

n Ida E. Berger (2006). «The Influence of Religion on Philanthropy 

in Canada », Voluntas: International Journal of Voluntary and 

Nonprofit Organizations, Vol. 17, No. 2, p. 115-132. 

Lien Web – Web link :  

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27928012  

 
Résumé – Abstract :  

Recognition of the multi-cultural nature of the Canadian population has led companies 
across a wide array of business domains to reach beyond their traditional bases of 
support to focus on hitherto untapped communities as potential markets for their goods 
and services. Competitive conditions within the voluntary sector have pushed nonprofits 
along this same path. However, no systematic Canadian research reports on the attitudes, 
social norms, benefits sought, expectations, opportunities, experiences, or behaviors of 
sub communities in the voluntary sector. This paper examines philanthropic behavior by 
religion using data from the Statistics Canada 2000 National Survey of Giving, 
Volunteering and Participating. The paper compares and contrasts the voluntary and 
philanthropic behaviors of the Canadian population across religious groups; compares 
and contrasts the motivations for and perceived impediments against such behaviors; 
and articulates and examines a model that traces the influence of religion on voluntary 
and philanthropic behavior in Canada's multi-cultural society.  

 
 

Aux Pays-Bas – In the Nederlands 

 

n Christine L. Carabain et Rene Bekkers (2012). « Explaining 

Differences in Philanthropic Behavior Between Christians, 

Muslims, and Hindus in the Netherlands », Review of Religious 

Research, Volume 53, Issue 4, p. 4419 – 440.  
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Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.jstor.org/stable/41940751  

 

Résumé – Abstract :  

Using survey data from the Netherlands, we find that Muslims have relatively 
high levels of religious philanthropic behavior and relatively low levels of secular 
philanthropic behavior, whereas Hindus have relatively low levels of religious 
philanthropic behavior and higher levels of secular philanthropic behavior. 
Results indicate that the community explanation and the conviction explanation 
of the relationship between religion and philanthropic behavior are both valid to 
some extent when it comes to differences in philanthropic behavior between 
Christians, Muslims, and Hindus. In addition, we find a relationship between 
group orientation in worship rituals on the relation between religion and 
philanthropic behavior. The more group-oriented the worship rituals, the 
stronger the relation between religion and philanthropic behavior. The results 
suggest that Durkheim’s theory (La Suicide: Etude de Sociologie. Presses 
Universitaires de France, Paris, 1897) may only be valid in a Christian context. 
 
 
 

En Chine – In China 

 

n Keping Wu (2017). «The Philanthropic Turn of Religions in Post-

Mao China: Bureaucratization, Professionalization, and the Making 

of a Moral Subject », Modern China, Vol. 43(4), p. 425–455.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0097700416675310  

Résumé – Abstract : 

Religious philanthropy has grown steadily as a social force in post-Mao China. This 
article explores the interactions between religious policy and religious philanthropy to 
understand the transformations at the levels of the state, religious groups, and 
individuals. State policy toward religion has shifted significantly since the 1980s; 
however, religious groups initiated philanthropic practices in various forms long before 
state policies were in place. Recent regulations calling on the “religion sector” to 
contribute to the larger society have not only aimed at shedding the burdens of the 
socialist state but also demanded more transparency and accountability of religious 
groups. Based on fieldwork in Jiangsu province from 2006 to 2014, this article argues 
that religious groups have experienced increasing bureaucratization and 
professionalization with this turn to philanthropy, and these same processes have led 
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individuals to participate in new forms of religious moral subject- making that draw on 
and go beyond “doing good deeds.”  

 

n André Laliberté (2012). « Buddhist Charities and China’s Social 

Policy. An Opportunity for Alternate Civility? », Archives de 

sciences sociales des religions, Num. 158, p.95 – 117.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

http://journals.openedition.org/assr/23789  

Extraits de l’article – Excerpts from the article :  

The development of religious institutions in China is one of the most remark- able 
trends of the last twenty years. Among the many issues it raises for the future of China, 
an important one is the effect of religious institutions’ growth on politics. Few subscribe 
nowadays to the view that religion will vanish as science delivers on its promises of a 
better tomorrow. […] 

This essay invites us to question the Tocquevillian notion that religious institutions can 
act as a source of authority helping the development of democracies, and even opens the 
possibility that it can induce the opposite by strengthening an authoritarian regime’s 
resilience.  

 

n André Laliberté (2009). « Entre désécularisation et resacralisation : 

Bouddhistes laïcs, temples et organisations philanthropiques en 

Chine », Social Compass, 56 (3), p. 345 – 361.  

Lien Web – Web link :  
 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0037768609338763  
 
 
Résumé :  

L’auteur se penche sur le renouveau de la philanthropie bouddhiste en République 
Populaire de Chine (RPC) durant la dernière décennie, dans le but d’aborder la 
problématique plus vaste de l’utilité sociale de la religion aux yeux des autorités politiques 
et de constater dans quelle mesure les récents débats relatifs à la théorie de la 
sécularisation peuvent être pertinents vis-à-vis de la réalité chinoise. Un contexte de 
changements considérables survenus au niveau des conditions politiques, économiques 
et sociales, caractérisé par un désengagement de l’État dans la prestation de plusieurs 
services sociaux, révèle l’émergence de la philanthropie bouddhiste. L’auteur décrit 
quelques organisations qui offrent une assistance aux plus démunis, voire certains 
services relatifs aux soins de santé et à l’éducation. Cet essor de la philanthropie 
bouddhiste, cependant, ne peut être interprété comme annonciateur d’un processus de 
“resacralisation” en Chine, puisque le Parti-État communiste poursuit une politique de 
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sécularisation manifeste.  

Abstract : 

The author looks into the revival of Buddhist philanthropy in the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 
the last decade. It seeks to tackle the wider question of the social utility of religion in the eyes of the 
political authorities and to assess the extent to which recent debates on secularization theory may be 
relevant to the Chinese situation. The emergence of Buddhist philanthropy is coinciding with considerable 
changes in political, economic and social conditions, characterized by state disengagement from the 
provision of social services. The author describes various organizations offering assistance to the poor, as 
well as certain services related to healthcare and education. Yet this rise in Buddhist philanthropy should 
not be seen as evidence of a “resacralization” process in China because the communist Party-State 
continues its policy of manifest secularization.  

 
 

En Thaïlande – In Thailand 

 

n Manuel Litalien (2016). « Bouddhisme et philanthropie en 
Thaïlande : les enjeux du développement social », dans : La 
philanthropie religieuse en tant que nouveau capital démocratique. 
Développement social	 et régime providentiel en Thaïlande. 
Presses de l’Université Laval. p. 1 – 15.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.academia.edu/31137807/La_philanthropie_religieuse_en_tant_que

_nouveau_capital_démocratique.pdf  

Résumé du livre – Abstract of the book 

En Thaïlande, l'ouverture du marché religieux provoquée par l'État dans les années 70 
annonçait une nouvelle période d'alliances entre le gouvernement et les organisations 
religieuses. À la même époque, alors écartées du pouvoir par les militaires, les vieilles 
élites réintégrèrent l'avant-scène de la politique en soutenant les manifestations 
étudiantes prodémocrates. Ces vieilles élites soutenaient une conception d'un État 
minimal qui était renforcée par un système de croyances religieuses selon lequel le bien-
être des citoyens dépendait de leur volonté à redistribuer les richesses. Ce système était 
celui d'une conception de la philanthropie basée sur le mérite karmique bouddhiste. 
Néanmoins, cet ordre des choses allait être ébranlé par la crise financière de 1997. En 
effet, le traditionnel système de protection sociale n'ayant pas tenu le coup, dès 2001 
l'électorat conduit alors au pouvoir un gouvernement sur des promesses populistes. 
Conséquemment, la question de la sécurité sociale devient un enjeu politique majeur. 
Dans ces conditions, la vision de l'État social du nouveau gouvernement Thaksin entre 
en conflit avec le monopole de la vieille élite sur la protection sociale. Ainsi, c'est la 
légitimité de la monarchie qui est secouée par cette intrusion des nouvelles élites dans 
son domaine d'expertise. Ainsi, le débat entre l'État minimal et l'État providence polarise 
toujours en ce moment la société. Elle touche la traditionnelle configuration du pouvoir. 
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En effet, le clergé qui dépend également de la traditionnelle charité bouddhiste doit 
désormais renégocier les alliances politiques entre les nouvelles et les anciennes élites. En 
tentant d'étendre davantage le filet de protection sociale, les nouvelles élites ont fait appel 
non seulement au clergé (sangha), mais aux nouvelles organisations religieuses situées en 
périphérie. Dans cette recherche le comportement politique de trois organisations 
religieuses est analysé, soit la Fondation Dhammakaya, la Santi Asoke et finalement la 
communauté de la moniale Dhammananda. Ces études de cas ont été choisies afin 
d'illustrer les différents modèles philanthropiques disponibles pour l'État. Dans le cas de 
la Dhammakaya, l'organisation s'est rangée du côté de l'État et du sangha pour faire 
avancer ses intérêts. Pour la Santi Asoke et la communauté de Bhikkhunis, leurs activités 
sont marquées par leur dissidence politique et religieuse. La thèse constate que 
l'ouverture du marché religieux par l'État lui a été profitable, à tout le moins, dans le 
domaine du bien-être social. 

 

En Indonésie – In Indonesia 

 

n Tuti Alawiyah (2013). « Religious non-governmental organizations 

and philanthropy in Indonesia », Indonesian Journal of Islam and 

Muslim Societies, Volume 3, Number 2, p. 203-221.  

Lien Web – Web link :  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/287935319_Religious_non-

governmental_organizations_and_philanthropy_in_Indonesia  

Résumé – Abstract :  

Religious non-governmental organizations (RNGOs) and philanthropic activities in 
Indonesia have a long history. They existed prior to the creation of the nation state. 
Social, political and economic changes in this country have influenced the development 
of non-profit organizations for more than sixty years after the Independence of the 
Republic Indonesia in 1945. Modernization and development projects during the 
President Suharto era influenced the development of Non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs). In more recent years, RNGOs have largely developed as a response to the 
socio-economic crisis after the downfall of President Suharto regime. Discovering the 
dynamics of RNGOs in a broader context of non-profit organizations in Indonesia 
provides insights into the strengths and weaknesses of philanthropic activism in recent 
years. An historical overview of non-profit organizations, legal structures, functions, and 
financial resources are among the themes that are described in this paper.  
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Faites-nous parvenir vos références sur le thème « Philanthropie et religion ». Écrivez-
nous au  philab@uqam.ca et il nous fera grand plaisir de les ajouter au bulletin. De plus, 
vous pouvez nous suivre via notre site internet www.philab.uqam.ca, sur Twitter 
@PhiLabMTL ou même en vous abonnant à notre Infolettre. 

On vous revoit le mois prochain ! 
 
 
Send us your references about Philanthropy and religion. Write us to philab@uqam.ca and we will be 
pleased to add them to the monthly. Moreover, you may follow us by our Web site www.philab.uqam.ca, 
on Twitter @PhiLabMTL or even in subscribing to our Newsletter.  
 
See you next month !  

                                                                                                                                                                      
 


